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BERNARD GURI, AFSA Chairperson

For the African farmer, soil and water conservation is the bed 
rock for sustaining their Systems. There  are two schools of 

thought regarding which interventions to adopt to propel food 
production in most African countries where hunger still prevails. 

There are those who think that small scale African farmers are 
poor and cannot afford the luxury of investing in long term soil 
improvement and should go for quick solutions such the use of 

high input agriculture including inorganic fertilizers. Others 
believe that investing in long term soil and water conservation 

techniques such as ecological traditional farming systems is 
the solution to both the short term and long term food crisis in 
Africa. The latter believe that the benefits are enormous because 
they result in food sovereignty and the realisation of small family 

farmers’ freedoms and choices.

This debate is an important one and should guide the discussions 
and events of the International Year of Soils. The output of the 

IYS at the end of 2015 should be a global consensus on the most 
appropriate root Africa should take to address its food crisis 

while saving its soils for prosperity. 

For AFSA as a pan African network of networks that is focused 
on promoting African solutions to African problems, the IYS 
is an opportunity to raise awareness at both policy and at the 

level of farm families on the value of soil and water management 
systems that have been developed by African farm families which 
have great potential to addressing both the food, ecological and 
socio-cultural crisis that we find ourselves in today as a result 
of the push since the ‘70s for an industrial approach to food 

provisioning.

FOREWORD
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News Highlights

Members of AFSA agreed at the 4th Annual General 
Meeting to organize and lead civil society action 
towards FAO’s Regional Agroecology Meeting that 
will be held on October 2015 in Dakar, Senegal. The 
Agroecology Working Group in collaboration with 
AFSA Secretariat circulated an invitation for civil 
societies across Africa to join the initiative. A number 
of organizations including non-members have 
appreciated the idea and joined the team. The group 
has been consulting on how best it could present 
agroecology as the only sustainable agriculture and 
food system in the context of food sovereignty. The 
team plans to launch some of the agroecology case 
studies at this meeting. It has also been planning to 
organize a side-event.

AFSA Reviews Strategy 
at 4th AGM

AFSA to Lead Action in Dakar

On August 05-07, 2015 AFSA held its 4th AGM 
and Strategy Meeting at Ange Hill Hotel in 
Accra, Ghana. The theme of the meeting was, 
‘Building on the International Year of Soils and 
Strengthening Family Farming’. Members of the 
Alliance reviewed the progress of AFSA over 
the year and came up with a solid strategy for 
the rest of the year. The meeting was attended 
by officials such as Dr. Ahmed Yakubu, Deputy 
Minister for Food and Agriculture of Ghana and 
John Nabila, President of the National House of 
Chiefs of Ghana. The AGM was organized and 
hosted by the Center for Indigenous Knowledge 
and Organizational Development (CIKOD). 

Five Networks Join AFSA

There has been a growing interest across 
Africa in joining AFSA. At the Annual General 
Meeting of this year AFSA admitted five new 
network organizations during its AGM in 
Accra. The admitted member organizations 
include the Commons for EcoJustice 
based in Malawi, Institut Panafricain pour 
la Citoyenneté, les Consommateurs et le 
Développement (CICODEV) based in Senegal, 
Jeunes Volontaaires pour l’Environnement (JVE 
International) based in Togo, Health of Mother 
Earth Foundation (HOMEF) based in Nigeria 
and the Union Africaine Des Consommateuts 
(AUC) based in Chad. Of these two are 
concerned with consumer rights which AFSA 
has recently identified as emerging issues within 
the food sovereignty movement. The Secretariat, 
the Steering Committee and members of AFSA 
once again warmly welcome them to the AFSA 
family. 
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Chief Alangeh Romanus Che was a member 
of the AFSA Steering Committee since its 
inception. Chief Romanus was a prominent, 
highly regarded and influential personality at 
the African Union. He was also the 1st Vice 
President of National Dialogue of Peasant 
Organisations of Cameroon (CNOP-CAM), 
Continental Chairman of the Non-State Actors 
coordination task team of the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
of the African Union and the New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), a member 
of the international steering group of the civil 
society network for the scale-up nutrition 
programme of the United Nations. In addition 
to all of this, he was a small-scale farmer and a 
traditional ruler in the kingdom of Bambui – 
in the North West region of Cameroon. With 
a moment of silence AFSA Members paid 
tribute to him. He will be missed by many in 
the AFSA family as we continue the struggle for 
a just food system. We will always remember 
Chief Romanus for his great service and lively 
personality.

The Passing of

Call for Agroecology 
Case Studies

A continental call for agroecology case studies 
has been sent out by the AFSA Agroecology 
Working Group in a bid to document, share 
and promote agroecology as a sustainable 
farming approach in Africa. The call was 
made in June 2015 and it is in line with AFSA’s 
advocacy strategy which seeks to strengthen 
support for small-scale family farmers. 

In July 2015 Chief  Alangeh Romanus Che 
who was a member of AFSA’s Steering 
Committee passed away.

AFSA and the African Biodiversity Network 
(ABN) released two joint statements at a press 
conference in Accra, Ghana. The two networks 
objected the adoption of the Arusha Protocol 
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 
citing its gross violation of small-scale farmers’ 
rights. In another press conference, AFSA and 
ABN denounced the extractive industry and 
they called for Heads of States to say, “No to
Mining - Yes to Life”. The Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation, Citi 97.3 FM Radio, Times 
Newspaper, the Insight Newspaper, Daily 
Guide and Daily Graphic newspapers attended 
the press conference.

AFSA & ABN Join Forces
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AGROECOLOGY
and the Future of Soils

Each day more than seven billion people across the globe eat the 
soil in different forms and tastes. The soil is loaded within the 
plants and animals we eat. Just as we are more than likely to die in 
a few minutes if we stop breathing we are more than likely to suffer, 
if not perish, from hunger and malnutrition if we keep depleting 
and polluting soils which form the basis of survival. However, 
being at a crossroads, we are fortunate enough having enough time 
to turn our food systems toward a sustainable one - agroecology.  

Contemporary scholars and development practitioners often 
define agroecology as a science of ecological principles as applied 
to food systems, a practice and techniques of sustainable farming 
and a movement that addresses the social, economic, political 
and environmental aspects of food systems. Let’s take these into 
pieces to appreciate their vital role and link them to the future of 
soils. Wedell Berry once eloquently noted that the soil is the great 
connector of lives, “where disease passes into health, age into 
youth, death into life.”

The soil is demanding! Whatever that comes out of the 
soil must come back to the soil. For decades soils have 
been speaking with mankind. The message has been 
simple – ‘feed me with organic components and I will 
take care of you’. Only when we care for the soil we assure 
that life continues. 

Agroecology as a scientific discipline does exactly 
that. It studies soils of different nature on farm fields 
and plots and comes up with particular solutions for 
particular problems in a particular environment. Above 
all, agroecology understands that the soil is an integral 
part of the ecosystem in which it is found. The soil 
influences the ecosystem and in return is influenced by it.  
Agroecology studies the nature of the soil in the context 
of peoples’ culture. It does not generate conclusions or 
solutions that are assumed to apply across the board. 
It is rather founded on the indigenous knowledge of 
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Small-scale and family farmers maintain the 
ecosystem with their intensive Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems (IKS). However, in the 
wake of modernization such knowledge has 
come to be undermined. There is a growing 
lack of recognition and support of farming 
systems based on Indigenous Knowledge 
Systems (IKS). Agroecology is being viewed 
by some as a ‘backward’ farming practice 
that doesn’t provide enough food for the 
world’s burgeoning population. But they have 
definitely got it wrong because more than 80 
percent of the food on this planet comes from 
small-scale farmers who practice agroecology. 
Studies have estimated that there are at least 
570 million farms worldwide of which more 
than 500 million can be considered as family 
farmers. These family farmers may not have 
coined or ever heard of the term, ‘agroecology’ 
but they have survived on it. Family farmers 
practiced agroecology, experimented on their 
environment for centuries and they deeply 
understand what works best. They have 
indigenous knowledge of keeping the soil 
fertile because they understood the cycle of life 
from practicing agroecology. They feed the soil 
and it feeds them back. 

The agroecology case studies documented by 
the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa 
(AFSA) clearly demonstrate the benefits of 
practicing agroecology for the entire food 

Agroecology has continued to develop as 
a movement that addresses fundamental 
questions on the existing social, economic, 
political and environmental systems in 
general and the food systems in particular. 
Agroecology is determined to ensure the 
right of people to nutritious and culturally 
appropriate food. This is almost always left 
out by the industrial agriculture model which 
only reiterates productivity as if the real 
problem emanates from shortage. Studies have 
shown that the world produces more food 
than it can consume and that the unjust social 
system is where the problem dwells. Industrial 
agriculture with its unquenchable hunger for 
vast tracts of lands and destructive chemicals 
has been destroying the soil and thus 

Agroecology as a Movement
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communities who, for centuries, without the 
help of any remarkable technology survived on 
it only because they deeply understand how it 
functions. Science solely based in laboratories 
has continued to fail millions of small-scale 
farmers while agroecology as a science keeps 
coming up with long-term solutions based 
on people’s culture instead of quick fixes as 
is the case with former. The later provides a 
quick fix by introducing fertilizers, pesticides 
and genetically modified seeds that destroy 
the health of the soil and sovereignty of the 
famers in the long run. On the other hand, 
agroecology offers a long term sustainable 
solution that are holistic in nature. It is a 
science that aims to improve the life quality of 
millions of family farmers and it keeps them in 
power to make decisions of their own. 

system. The sand dams in Kenya that ensured 
water security is one of the many examples 
where agroecological practices attest their 
prominence. The sand dams are simple and 
cost-effective rainwater-harvesting technique 
which can provide a lifetime supply of clean 
water within 30 minutes of people’s homes. 
They can save up to 11.5 hours each day likely 
to be spent on collecting water in drought 
periods. Agroecology has the potential 
to do miracles for communities keeping 
sustainability at its heart and at its best. 

Soils can contain considerable amounts of 
water. The former purifies the latter and 
agroecology as a practice understands the 
fact that where the soils are badly treated 
the waters find no reason to stay. Therefore, 
agroecology connects all the dots and protects 
and maintains the big picture which is the 
ecosystem. Agroecology as a Practice



Agroecology lifts the 
burden caused by 
industrial farming and 
climate change off the 
shoulders of family 
farmers who suffer most 
from degraded soils.
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threatening life on the planet. Agroecology 
challenges the assumption that small-scale 
farmers feed only themselves and large-
scale farmers feed the world. By providing 
practical solutions for the challenges faced by 
small-scale farmers, agroecology turns that 
assumption on its head. The industrial farming 
brings with it patented genetically modified 
seeds criminalizing farmers who feed the poor 
and discriminated. Agroecology mobilizes 
family farmers and indigenous people to 
resist the industrial agribusiness that disrupts 
their culture, social value and identity. As 
the saying goes the stomach is the center and 
origin of civilization. Agroecology, therefore, 
champions the food sovereignty of individuals 

and communities. It protects farmers’ rights of 
what and where they produce their foods and 
how they consume it. And the soil continues 
to be the foundation of agroecological science, 
practice and movement. The dangers brought 
by the industrial farming will continue to be 
knocked down by the united and strong voice 
of small-scale farmers. As author Maraboli once 
famously noted, “every great tragedy forms a 
fertile soil in which a great recovery can take 
root and blossom, but only if you plant the 
seeds.” Agroecology continues to plant the 
seeds of recovery and sovereignty from the 
dangers brought by the industrial farming. It 
requires us to change our thinking to believe 
another world is possible.  
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Brief on AFSA AGM and

The the three days strategy meeting and Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) held in August 05-07, 2015 
brought together the greater part of the member 
networks and other key strategic partners. 

The goal of the meeting was to review AFSA’s 
progress since the annual strategy meeting held in 
January 2015 in Entebbe and to further strategize in 
the context of the International Year of Soils (IYS) 
and the decade of Family Farming.

Several developing topics of interest were explored 
including; the G8 New Alliance for Food Security 
and Nutrition; challenges to seed sovereignty 
in Africa; large scale land acquisition and food 
sovereignty in Africa; the GMO push on Africa; 
Family Farming and the International Year of Soils. 
Members agreed and reemphasized that AFSA must 
take advantage of the The International Year of 
Family Farmers that was extended for the next 10 
years (IYFF+10).

promote the rights of small-scale family farmers in 
Africa.

The four working groups revisited their progress and 
revised their work plans for the remaining quarter of 
the year.  

The meeting among other things made key 
suggestions for AFSA to organize the upcoming 
Agroecology meeting in Dakar. It further buttressed 
ways in which AFSA can engage in the International 
Year of Soils and voice food sovereignty in the COP 
21 conference that will be held in Paris this year.

The meeting was an opportunity for AFSA members 
to strengthen relationships, examine what worked 
so far and what needs to be improved. It also 
contributed to AFSA’s culture of working together in 
joint activities.
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             Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security 
(ADFNS) 28th-30th October. Uganda will host the 2015 
ADFNS. 
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Events Coming Up

Updates on Members’ Activities

             The 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, Conference of the Parties (COP21) 
will be held in Paris, from November 30 to 
December 11.

Investigating the chemical fertiliser push in Africa 
and its implications for smallholder farmers the 
African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) released 
a research report titled, “ AFAP in Ghana, 
Mozambique and Tanzania, for Profits or People”.

Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement  (JVE 
International) which recently joined AFSA as a 
Core Member celebrated the 12th Edition of the 
Cultural Biodiversity Week in Kpele Tsiko, Togo 
with the theme, “Involving African Children and 
Youth in the Sustainable Development Goals: from 
Understanding to Action”. 

Research Publication

Celebrating Culture and Biodiversity

Raising Indigenous Peoples’ Profile at 
COP21
With the Conference of the Parties (COP21) to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) just around the 
corner, the Indigenous Peoples of Africa Co-
ordinating Committee (IPACC) is working on 
increasing indigenous visibility at COP21 in Paris. 
It is a follow up from the COP20 in Lima, Peru 
where IPACC launched materials on traditional 
knowledge and conflict-sensitive adaptation to 
climate change.

The Coalition for the Protection of African 
Genetic Heritage (COPAGEN ) held its 10th 
Regional Forum in September, 2015 in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast. With the theme “agroecology to feed 
urban and countryside of today and tomorrow,” 
the Regional Forum served as an opportunity 
to make critical assessment of the activities of 
national coalitions and regional coordination. It 
also addressed a number of topics related to the 
rights of communities.

Regional Forum on Agroecology 

Launch of New Website

The Tanzania Alliance for Biodiversity 
(TABIO) reflecting its three key campaigns 
launched new site providing up-to-date 
information about farmers’ seed rights, GMOs 
in Tanzania, and the growing agroecology 
movement. The website can help people 
join the network of actors standing up for 
agricultural biodiversity. AFSA encourages all 
members to share the link www.tabio.org on 
all forms of social media.

event:             World Food Day - October 16. The UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the Director-
General of FAO will be joined by the President 
of the Republic of Italy, and the Italian Ministers 
for Agriculture and Foreign Affairs for the official 
celebration of World Food Day 2015 at Expo 
Milano.

event: 

            The Regional Meeting on Agroecology 
in sub-Saharan Africa will take place in Dakar, 
Senegal on 5-6 November 2015. The meeting 
is a follow up to the International Agroecology 
Symposium held in Rome, Italy in September, 
2014. 

event: 

event: 

Small Scale Farmers (SSF) from 12 African 
countries have urged their Governments to 
support family farming and agroecology for food 
sovereignty in Africa. The call was made by more 
than 200 SSF who converged in Lusaka, Zambia 
to attend a Regional SSF’s symposium which was 
organised by PELUM Association on 27 August 
2015.

SSF Urge African Governments to Support 
Agroecology



A Rip Off: Why the Arusha PVP
Protocol is a Bad Deal for Africa

#1 African farmers, consumers and civil societies were deliberately shunned by ARIPO 
Secretariat from the process. The negotiation was led and dominated by UPOV 
Secretariat, the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), the European Union, 
WIPO Secretariat and the French Seed and Seedling Organization (GNIS). An ARIPO 
document has revealed that, ‘UPOV prepared draft legislative framework for the 
Organization’. Member states were also urged to adopt the Protocol prematurely. Despite 
the relentless effort and request by AFSA to attend the Arusha meeting, the ARIPO 
Secretariat completely ignored AFSA and its members. In response, AFSA released a 
press statement exposing the plot.

It has followed a flawed process

The Arusha Protocol for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (the ‘Arusha PVP 
Protocol’) has been adopted by member states of ARIPO at a Diplomatic Conference 
in Arusha, Tanzania, in July 2015.  At AFSA we recognize the Protocol’s imminent 
severe negative impacts on the agroecological practices of African small-scale farmers.  
The Protocol erodes farmers’ rights and disregards farmers’ roles in maintaining and 
recovering the ecosystem. The news of the adoption of the Arusha PVP Protocol was 
followed by massive outrage from the international community. Here is why. 

#2 It’s inappropriate for the region
The Arusha PVP Protocol is based on UPOV 1991 which substantially strengthens 
the rights conferred to formal breeders while limiting the rights of farmers to freely 
use, exchange and sell farm-saved seeds of protected variety. Africa, however,  has 
a predominantly informal seed system on which its small-scale farmers survive on 
where most of the seed used is farm-saved seed. The adoption of the protocol was, 
therefore, clearly inconsiderate of millions of small-scale family farmers and diverse 
agricultural systems in African countries.

#SayNoToARIPO
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#3 It undermines national sovereignty
The Protocol has created centralized PVP system and accords the ARIPO Secretariat the 
full authority and decision-making powers with regard to the grant and management 
of Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBRs). It grants PVP rights on the basis of ‘one application’ 
as being valid in all the Contracting States’ destabilizing national sovereignty of the 
contracting states as they are no longer able to reject the grant within their territories. 
Governments also have no authority to reject the Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability 
(DUS) test results even if they are irrelevant for the climatic or local environmental 
conditions. Thus, the regional PVP systemprevails the national PVP systems.

#4 It erodes farmers’ rights
Including seeds of improved varieties the informal seed system is by far the primary 
way for small-scale farmers to access seeds. Seeds from the formal sector are integrated 
into the informal sector by seed saving, exchange and sell of farm-saved seeds. These 
practices are, ‘fundamental to the realization and promotion of farmers’ rights. But the 
protocol founded on the UPOV 1991 does not allow farmers that use the protected 
variety to freely exchange or sell farm-saved seed/propagating material. in the 
contracting states. Farmers are also required to provide information to breeders on use 
of protected varieties. These restrictions will make it difficult for resource poor farmers 
to access improved seeds.

#5 It compromises the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and ITPGRFA
Against the rules set by the CBD and its Nagoya Protocol the Arusha PVP Protocol does 
not require the inclusion of a disclosure or origin as a condition for granting PBRs. Once 
again it is because the Protocol was modelled on UPOV 1991. This allows breeders to 
easily claim rights without having to pay fair and equitable benefit sharing. ITPGRFA 
also promotes farmers’ rights to freely save, use, exchange and sell farm saved seeds 
and farmers’ rights to participate in decision making. Disappointedly, the Protocol was 
adopted violating both.

AFSA has been closely following the developments of the Arusha PVP process. 
Particularly the Seed Working Group supported by the African Centre for Biodiversity 
(ACB) worked hard with the AFSA Secretariat and members to challenge the ARIPO 
process consistently. Prior to the Diplomatic Conference in Arusha the group organized a 
day of action and vehemently opposed the Draft PVP Protocol. The group is now working 
to block ratification of the adopted protocol at national levels.
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AFSA invites you to get involved. Maybe you already have a case study of good practice 
to send us, or maybe you have access to a great project as yet undocumented. Maybe 

you have reports and photos that can help to show the benefits of agro-ecological 
approaches. Or maybe you need help to research and document an example of good 

practice. Support can be provided in the form of editing, design and up to $500 to help 
construct a quality case study.

We can help you compile and share your case study, showing the many benefits in terms 
of food security, nutrition, poverty reduction, climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
biodiversity conservation, cultural sensitivity, democracy, justice, and value for money.

twitter: @Afsafricafacebook: AFSA
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